
 

 

 Nurture/Aspire KS1 Medium Term Planning 

                            Class:      Elm                Key Stage:   1 /2              Term:   Autumn 1            Topic:  Once Upon a Time      Story focus: The Smartest Giant in Town  

Curriculum Intent 2021/2022 

 Equip each student with an affective form of communication which best suits their individual needs. 

 Develop skills for life to support students in developing their independence when they leave Stanton Vale. 

 Develop early reading and reading skills to support literacy and independence.  

 Support student’s physical development, their own health and enable them to be as active as possible. 

 To provide every pupil with a clean, safe learning environment in which they are able to express their own needs and wants. 

 Every students is recognised as a unique individual and the curriculum is designed to meet their individual needs and make progress towards their personal EHCP 

targets. 

 Support students in their SMSC development and provide access to rich cultural experiences. 

 A curriculum which brings learning to life and is enhanced by high quality enriching experiences of the local community and wider world. 

 Best prepare students for the future. 

Curriculum Drivers C.I.D 
Learning embedded throughout our Curriculum: 

Communication Independence Development 

 To make choices  

 To express wants and needs  

 To read independently as much as possible 

 To comprehend what is being read to and by 
students 

 To mark make meaningfully leading to writing  

 To communicate wants and needs successfully 

 To be able to show preferences in a range of 
situations  

 To make verbalisations 

 To be able to express themselves appropriately 

 Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 

 To follow a range of instructions 

 Learn to take turns 

 Learn to share and play with peers and staff 

 Independence with eating and drinking 

 Independence with self-help skills – undressing 
and dressing, toileting 

 Independence – personal care routines, keeping 
ourselves clean and cooking 

 Value of jobs and roles 
 

 To feel safe  

 To feel happy 

 To understand emotions and regulate them 

 To engage with sensory experiences  

 To learn about relaxation 

 To move around the environment/mobility skills 

 To make friends 

 To understand what will happen 

 Appreciate the wider world  
 



 

 

 

My Communication 
 

A motivation (a reason) for communicating 
A means (a method) of communicating 

Someone (a partner or partners) to communicate to. 
 

Session Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Circle Time  To develop a sense of belonging for all 
children 
To recap understanding and knowledge from 
previous sessions such as the days of the 
week, number facts and science knowledge.  
To develop name writing. 
To develop gross motor skills. 
To develop listening and attention skills. 
 

Introduction: Sing hello to all children, 
encouraging them to communicate with each 
other through song, sign and symbols.  
Main: Recap days of the week, months of the 
year, introduce the timetable and sing songs 
that recap prior knowledge from previous 
weeks and months. Topics such as colours, 
shapes, money are revisited using props to 
support. Zones of regulation is used 
throughout to support emotional regulation.  
Plenary: Children to move to their tables to 
write their name and practise acknowledging 
the days of the week, month, weather and 
how they are feeling.  
 

Students will 
develop sense of 
self, engagement 
with others and build 
healthy 
relationships.  
Students will recap 
prior learning to 
develop long term 
memory and 
retainment of 
knowledge and skills. 
Students will learn to 
write their name, 
developing skills for 
life.   

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 
Inclusivity 
Awareness of others 
 
 

Sensory Story- The 
Smartest Giant in Town  

 

To develop comprehension of the key text 
To develop sensory awareness of nouns and 
adjectives in the key text  
To sequence the story 
To recognise key events in the key text  

Main: Read the story using PowerPoint made, 
use props to support story sequencing. 
Encourage students to touch, feel and 
experience the story. Encourage students to 
predict what will come next, who they will see 
next. Encourage children to describe 

Progression in 
communication, 
following key word 
instructions, making 
choices, responding 
to questions and 

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 
Experiences 
 

 To engage with peers 

 To share and turn take  



materials and experiences using adjectives on 
language strip and vocalisations.  
Plenary: Recap story and praise students who 
have tried hard to experience the story and 
answer questions.  

turn taking.  
Progression of 
literacy skills linked 
to symbols and text. 
Particularly focussing 
on comprehension 
skills and sequencing 
skills.  

Literacy- Speaking and 
Listening Focus  

To develop speaking and listening skills  
To develop sharing and turn taking  
To develop comprehension skills through 
speaking and listening.  
 
 
 
 

Introduction: Begin in a circle greeting 
everyone and introducing the sound or story 
focus.  
Main: Following the Jolly Phonics curriculum 
planning, working through the sequenced 
vocabulary.  
Plenary: Following Jolly Phonics lesson 
planning- recap learning  

Children will develop 
their comprehension 
skills through 
singing, signing, 
speaking and 
listening.  
This will develop 
independence in 
later life. 
  

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 

Speech and Language  To develop comprehension of questions 
asked.  
To develop understanding of language.  
To respond to questions appropriately.  
To form sentences correctly using vocalisation 
and symbols.  
To make vocalisations clearly when 
pronouncing speech sounds.  
-To develop focus and attention for prolonged 
periods of time.  

Main: 1:1 targeted interventions to develop: 

 Speech 

 Comprehension 

 Sentence Structure 

 Listening  

 Use of AAC device 
 
These activities include: 

 Lego Therapy 

 Potato head work 

 Pronunciation work   
 

Children will develop 
their comprehension 
skills through 
singing, speaking, 
symbols.  
This will develop 
cognitive and 
communication skills 
for later life.  
 

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 

Communication Games  To follow a range of instructions, to take turns 
developing attention in a small group.   
To communicate to peers 
verbally/symbols/sign/PECs/ 
Communication boards.  
To develop play skills and friendships. 
 
 

Introduction: Show students the symbol for 
‘Lego therapy’ or supported with Makaton 
sign.  
Main: 

 Follow simple verbal and symbol 
instructions to complete simple tasks.  
Grandmas footsteps  

 What’s the time Mr Wolf  

An increase in turn 
taking, developed 
friendships, 
communication as 
well as receptive 
skills. Students make 
progress towards 
EHCP long term 

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 



 Duck Duck Goose  

 Pass the squeeze  

 Pass the wave  

 Simon Says  

 Follow the leader  

 Crocodile  

 Developing sharing attention and 
taking turns in small groups. 

Plenary: 
Share achievements 
 

outcomes through 
Learning Plans. 

 

 

 

 

 My Thinking 
Perception involves: recognising and identifying problems, recognising opportunities. 

Thinking involves: breaking down a problem into elements, thinking through the relevant features of the problem, planning ways to solve the 
problem. 

Action involves: remembering how to solve a problem and bringing this memory to the fore. 
Evaluation involves: evaluating how a plan worked, recognising when existing plans and strategies need changing. 

Activity Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Phonics  Intent: To develop reading skills including sound 
recognition, segmenting, sound and blending.  
To develop writing skills to support independence.  
To develop speaking and listening skills through 
initial sounds, segmenting and blending words. 
 

Introduction:  
Phonics introduction:  Tricky words songs, 
Jolly phonics set sounds and songs. Show 
flashcards to support segmenting, sounding 
and blending.  
Main: 
Revisit, teach, practise and apply.   
Phonics split into 4 sessions – making the 
sound; reading the sound; writing the sound 
and applying the sound. 
Focus on spelling using applied sounds for JC 
NB AL due to pre-verbal 

 Students will 
develop their 
communication skills 
through reading, 
vocalising and 
writing.  
Students will 
become literate and 
able to access the 
world more 
independently.  

 Skills 
Individual liberty 
Talking to and 
working with peers  



Set 6 over 7 weeks for AB/TT/NB/AC 
Set 3 over 6 weeks for 
LC/MN/MG/MA/JC/AL 
 
Plenary:  Share good work, celebrate 
success.  Mark in pink using marking policy, 
encourage students to edit mistakes and go 
for green. Record learning and success on 
EFL against PLIMS and phonics targets.  

Story Time/Reading To develop focus and attention skills 
To develop comprehension skills 
To engage in a variety of texts 
To develop listening and attention skills 

15 minutes of shared reading a day  
Students will read to staff 3 times a week 
Students will take a decodable text home to 
read/share with parents/carers  

To practise and 
develop listening and 
attention 
To become secure 
readers  
To practise skills 
such as reading 
tricky words and 
sounding and 
blending unfamiliar 
words  
To have exposure to 
language  

Skills 
Individual liberty 
 

Literacy- Grammar 
Focus   

To develop understanding of basic 
comprehension and grammar.  
To begin to write sentences using basic grammar 
and spelling. 
 
 
 

Introduction: Introduce the story and plan 
for the day  
Main: Following the grammar curriculum 
from book Working in a small group to 
develop sentence understanding. 
Plenary:  Following Jolly Phonics lesson 
planning- recap learning 
 

Children will develop 
their early grammar 
skills to build 
sentences, practise 
spelling and begin to 
use grammar such as 
full stops and capital 
letters.  
This will develop 
independence in 
later life. 

Skills 
Individual liberty 
Talking to/Working 
with Peers 
 

Mathematics To become familiarised with numbers up to 20.  
To develop understanding of basic numbers and 
their value focusing on 1-20.  
To begin to add numbers together up to 20 for 
example 11 + 4. 

Introduction: Sharing a song together to 
introduce the maths lesson. Focusing on 
numbers 1-20, share any “stories” that can 
be used to count things. Always a quicker 

Students will learn 
to independently 
count to 20.  
 

 



Extension: using a column method to add 
together numbers to equal 20.  
 

group activity before breaking off to work 
in smaller groups/ independently.  
Main:  Following both equals and national 
curriculum (depending on student), all 
students will work towards their individual 
maths PLIMs. Each week a different 
mathematical activity will use numbers 1-20 
to improve skills including; counting, adding 
and understanding of mathematical values. 
Traditional resources such as; bingo and 
number cards will be used alongside physical 
resources such as; dinosaurs, traffic toys, 
play doh and lego to increase attention and 
implementation of learning.  
 
Plenary: Use of structured play with a 
mathematical focus. E.g how many cars are 
we playing with? What have we got if I add 
two more in? 

Students will learn 
basic addition using 
numbers 1-20.  
 
Students will 
increase in 
confidence with 
their basic maths 
skills.   

Science  To develop understanding of animals and their 
characteristics  
To use fairy tales to identify different animals and 
their characteristics.  

Introduction: Fairy tale video on YouTube 
Main:  
-Talk about the story 
 -Write a list of animals in the story  
-Use sensory resources to embed animals 
and their characteristics for LA children  
-HA children to list characteristics and 
categorise them on a large Carroll diagram 
that extends across the term- add in animals 
not from the story to provide comparison 
and problem solving   
-Three Little Pigs 
-Goldilocks and three bears  
-Hare and the Tortoise  
-Little Red Hen  
Plenary: Children to share their good work 
and compare with previous weeks  

To develop 
understanding of 
the world around 
them.  
Students will name 
animals and 
understand the 
differences between 
them.  
Students will 
develop problem 
solving skills when 
comparing stories 
and animal 
characteristics.  

Experiences 
Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
 



Handwriting To develop fine motor strength and skills 
To develop a pinsor grip 
To segment effectively  
To recognise sounds and write them legibly 
To write words using correct letter formations  

Introduction: Dough disco to develop fine 
motor skills and warm hands  
Main: Practise segmenting words from voice 
or picture and use sound cards to write them 
on whiteboards, on writing frames or in 
sensory trays 
Plenary: Mark in pink or green and make 
corrections 
Share good work 

To develop writing 
skills for use in later 
life.  

Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
 

Write Dance  To develop fine motor strength and skills 
To develop a pinsor grip  
To mark make meaningfully  
To listen and follow instructions  
To develop focus and attention  

Introduction: Dough disco to develop fine 
motor skills and warm hands 
Main: Mark making following different cards 
to practice following instructions and writing 
effectively. 
Plenary: Take photos for EFL and share good 
work  

To develop pre-
writing skills for use 
in later life.  
To work towards 
writing 
meaningfully.  
To develop fine 
motor strength to 
support 
independence.  

Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MORAL SPIRITUAL CULTURAL 

Inclusive 
Awareness 
Society 
Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
Democracy 
Attitudes 
Community 
Talking to/Working with Peers  

Right& Wrong 
Moral 
Responding positively 
The Law 
Viewpoints 
Prevent racism 
Opinions 
Consequences 
Behaviour 
Ethical 
Rights 

Values 
Inclusivity 
Faiths 
Feelings 
Experiences 
Emotions 
Local 
Creativity 
Enjoyment 
Character 
Imagination 
Awe & Wonder 
Fascination 

Heritage 
Ethnicity 
Cultural awareness 
Culture 
Religions 
Respect 
Diversity 
Opportunities 
Differences 
Beliefs 
Global 
National 



Identity 
Personality 

 


