
 

 

 EYFS Medium Term Planning 

Class:   Discover                     Key Stage:          EYFS/KS1                    Term:    Spring 1                     Topic: Under the Sea               Story focus: Commotion in the Ocean 

Curriculum Intent 2022/2023 

 Equip each student with an affective form of communication, which best suits their individual needs. 

 Develop skills for life to support students in developing their independence when they leave Stanton Vale. 

 Develop early reading and reading skills to support literacy and independence.  

 Support student’s physical development, their own health and enable them to be as active as possible. 

 To provide every pupil with a clean, safe learning environment in which they are able to express their own needs and wants. 

 Every students is recognised as a unique individual and the curriculum is designed to meet their individual needs and make progress towards their personal EHCP 

targets. 

 Support students in their SMSC development and provide access to rich cultural experiences. 

 A curriculum which brings learning to life and is enhanced by high quality enriching experiences of the local community and wider world. 

 Best prepare students for the future. 

Curriculum Drivers C.I.D 
Learning embedded throughout our Curriculum: 

Communication Independence Development 

 To make choices  

 To express wants and needs  

 To read independently as much as possible 

 To comprehend what is being read to and by 
students 

 To mark make meaningfully leading to writing  

 To communicate wants and needs successfully 

 To be able to show preferences in a range of 
situations  

 To make verbalisations 

 To be able to express themselves appropriately 

 Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 

 To follow a range of instructions 

 Learn to take turns 

 Learn to share and play with peers and staff 

 Independence with eating and drinking 

 Independence with self-help skills – undressing 
and dressing, toileting 

 Understand concept of time – now/next, daily 
routine 

 Independence – personal care routines, keeping 
ourselves clean and cooking 

 Understand value of money through shopping 

 Value of jobs and roles 
 

 To feel safe  

 To feel happy 

 To understand emotions and regulate them 

 To engage with sensory experiences  

 To learn about relaxation 

 To move around the environment/mobility skills 

 To make friends 

 To understand what will happen 

 Appreciate the wider world  
 



 

 

 

My Communication 
 

A motivation (a reason) for communicating 
A means (a method) of communicating 

Someone (a partner or partners) to communicate to. 
 

Session Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Circle Time  To develop a sense of belonging for all 
children 
To recap understanding and knowledge from 
previous sessions such as the days of the 
week, colour and smells. 
To develop listening and attention skills. 
To develop turn taking skills. 

Introduction: Sing hello to all children, 
encouraging them to communicate with each 
other through song, sign and symbols.  
Main: Recap days of the week, months of the 
year, introduce the timetable and sing songs 
that recap prior knowledge from previous 
weeks and months. Topics such as colours, 
shapes, money are revisited using props to 
support. Zones of regulation is used 
throughout to support emotional regulation.  
Plenary: Children to move to their tables to 
write their name and practise acknowledging 
the days of the week, month, weather and 
how they are feeling.  
 

Students will 
develop sense of 
self, engagement 
with others and build 
healthy 
relationships.  
Students will recap 
prior learning to 
develop long term 
memory and 
retainment of 
knowledge and skills. 
Students will learn to 
write their name, 
developing skills for 
life.   

S: Being together, 
talking and 
communicating 
through Makaton 
and symbols.  
 

Communication and 
Language 

 

Band 1  
• Encounters auditory stimuli. 

Band 2  
• Make sounds to get attention in different ways (for example, crying when hungry or unhappy, making gurgling 

sounds, laughing, cooing or babbling). 
Band 3  

S- Inclusive 
M- Viewpoints 
S- Experiences 
C- Differences 

 To engage with peers 

 To share and turn take  



• Copy your gestures and words.  
Band 4  

• Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example: ‘Katie’s coat’, 
‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’ 

Band 5  
• Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 

Band 6 
• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 
• Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 My Thinking 
Perception involves: recognising and identifying problems, recognising opportunities. 

Thinking involves: breaking down a problem into elements, thinking through the relevant features of the problem, planning ways to solve the 
problem. 

Action involves: remembering how to solve a problem and bringing this memory to the fore. 
Evaluation involves: evaluating how a plan worked, recognising when existing plans and strategies need changing. 

Activity Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Phonics  Intent: To develop reading skills including sound 
recognition, segmenting, sound and blending.  
To develop writing skills to support independence.  
To develop speaking and listening skills through 
initial sounds, segmenting and blending words. 
 

1:1 sessions with phonics lead  
 
Carried out on a daily basis through play, 
attention autism, structured free-flow and 
1;1 sessions.   

 Students will 
develop their 
communication skills 
through reading, 
vocalising and 
writing.  
Students will 
become literate and 
able to access the 
world more 
independently.  

S: Skills 
Individual liberty 
S: Talking to and 
working with peers  

Literacy 
 
 
 

 

Text – Commotion in the Ocean  
Phonics - 

- Pre-phonics 
- Phase 1  

 

S- Awareness 
M- Opinions 
S- Creativity 
C- Opportunities 
 



Band 1  
• Focuses attention on visual stimuli such as objects of reference. 

Band 2  
• Tracks a visual stimulus. 

Band 3  
• Decodes a single symbol. 

Band 4  
• Decodes a sequence of at least two symbols. 

Band 5  
• Develop their phonological awareness. 

Band 6  
• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

Maths 
 
 
 
 
 

Band 1  
• Looks, feels, grasps, squeezes, reaches for, releases, casts a range of objects.  

Band 2  
• Reaches to touch and begins to explore big and small objects. 

Band 3  
• Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects inside others and take them out again. 

Band 4  
• Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/ little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’. 

Band 5  
• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 

Band 6 
• Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

S- Awareness 
M- Opinions 
S- Creativity 
C- Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MORAL SPIRITUAL CULTURAL 

Inclusive 
Awareness 
Society 
Skills 
Individual liberty 
Democracy 
Attitudes 
Community 

Right& Wrong 
Moral 
Responding positively 
The Law 
Viewpoints 
Prevent racism 
Opinions 
Consequences 

Values 
Inclusivity 
Faiths 
Feelings 
Experiences 
Emotions 
Local 
Creativity 

Heritage 
Ethnicity 
Cultural awareness 
Culture 
Religions 
Respect 
Diversity 
Opportunities 



Behaviour 
Ethical 
Rights 

Enjoyment 
Character 
Imagination 
Awe & Wonder 
Fascination 
Identity 
Personality 

Differences 
Beliefs 
Global 
National 

 


