
 

 

 Aspire KS3 Medium Term Planning 

                            Class:      Willow                Key Stage:   3              Term:   Spring 1                   Topic:  Under the Sea                     Topic Focus: Continents and Oceans  

Curriculum Intent 2022/2023 

 Equip each student with an affective form of communication which best suits their individual needs. 

 Develop skills for life to support students in developing their independence when they leave Stanton Vale. 

 Develop early reading and reading skills to support literacy and independence.  

 Support student’s physical development, their own health and enable them to be as active as possible. 

 To provide every pupil with a clean, safe learning environment in which they are able to express their own needs and wants. 

 Every students is recognised as a unique individual and the curriculum is designed to meet their individual needs and make progress towards their personal EHCP 

targets. 

 Support students in their SMSC development and provide access to rich cultural experiences. 

 A curriculum, which brings learning to life and is enhanced by high quality enriching experiences of the local community and wider world. 

 Best prepare students for the future. 

Curriculum Drivers C.I.D 
Learning embedded throughout our Curriculum: 

Communication Independence Development 

 To be able to express themselves appropriately 

 Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 

 To follow a range of instructions 

 To engage with peers 

 To share and turn take  

 To develop clarity of speech and understanding.  

 To ask and respond to questions.  

 To understand functional literacy and begin to use 
these skills in formal ways.  

 To develop understanding of emotions and 
feelings through the zones of regulation.  

 To use signs and symbols to communicate where 
appropriate.  

 Learn to take turns 

 Learn to share with peers and staff 

 Independence with eating and drinking 

 Independence with self-help skills – undressing 
and dressing, toileting 

 Independence – personal care routines, keeping 
ourselves clean and cooking 

 Value of jobs and roles 

 Careers teaching- students will access a range of 
experiences and work related learning.  

 Students will take responsibility within the 
classroom.  

 To feel safe  

 To feel happy 

 To understand emotions and regulate them 

 To engage with sensory diets and begin to 
understand what helps us to regulate our 
behaviour and emotions.  

 To learn and practice mindfulness to support 
positive learning behaviour.  

 To develop positive physical skills through physio, 
PE and wider experiences such as rebound and 
swim.  

 To make friends and maintain healthy 
relationships.  



 

 

 

My Communication 
 

A motivation (a reason) for communicating 
A means (a method) of communicating 

Someone (a partner or partners) to communicate to. 
 

Session Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Morning Work  To settle students and give them a focus 
whilst others come in.  

To develop independence and confidence by 
completing task with minimal support and 

prompt.  
To take responsibility of work expected and to 

complete this before moving on.  

Students will access a variety of activities that 
they are able to complete without the 
support of an adult. This supports with 

transition times, but enables students to take 
responsibility for their learning, regulate their 

behaviour and recap prior knowledge.  

Student’s develop 
ability to work 

independently, gain 
confidence in their 
independent work 

and begin to 
problem solve  

Independent 
working  

Developing 
confidence and 

comprehension of 
the world. 

Circle Time  To develop a sense of belonging.  
To have an awareness of the world around us.  
To develop tolerance and respect toward a 
variety of people and faiths.  
To be aware of current events.  
To form opinions. 
To remember key information such as the 
day, timetabling, what I did yesterday or at 
the weekend.  
To develop positive thinking skills such as 
pride and to recap on the week I have had.  

Introduction: Say hello to all students, 
encourage a response and take their order for 
dinner. Explain the timetable of the day and 
ask students if they have any questions.  
Main:  
Monday: Weekend news and Newsround 
with comprehension questions.  
Tuesday: Current event focus – SMSC and 
British Values 
Wednesday: Hello and Order 
Thursday: Zones of Regulation activity 
Friday: Celebration of the week, what are you 
proud of or what have you enjoyed? 

Students will 
develop sense of 
self, engagement 
with others and build 
healthy 
relationships.  
Students will learn 
about the world 
around them and be 
aware of current 
events. 
Students will 
develop tolerance, 

Talking to/Working 
with Peers 
Inclusivity 
Awareness of others 
 
 

 To develop discussion and debate.  
 

 Students will earn and spend their points as 
positive motivators.  

 Students will become independent in functional 
skills such as cooking, cleaning, accessing the 
community and transport.  

 

 To understand consequence in a variety of 
contexts.  

 To access the community safely and as 
independently as possible.  



Communication games such as charades or 
heads up.  

respect and 
understanding of 
democracy through 
current events, 
religious festivals 
and significant 
celebrated days.  

 

 

 

 

 My Thinking 
Perception involves: recognising and identifying problems, recognising opportunities. 

Thinking involves: breaking down a problem into elements, thinking through the relevant features of the problem, planning ways to solve the problem. 
Action involves: remembering how to solve a problem and bringing this memory to the fore. 

Evaluation involves: evaluating how a plan worked, recognising when existing plans and strategies need changing. 

Activity Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Phonics  Intent: To develop reading skills including sound recognition, 
segmenting, sound and blending.  
To develop writing skills to support independence.  
To develop speaking and listening skills through initial 
sounds, segmenting and blending words. 
 

Introduction:  
Phonics introduction:  Tricky words 
songs, Jolly phonics set sounds and 
songs. Show flashcards to support 
segmenting, sounding and 
blending.  
Main: 
Revisit, teach, practise and apply.   
Phonics split into 4 sessions – 
making the sound; reading the 
sound; writing the sound and 
applying the sound. 
Week 1: Ou  are all  
Week 2: Oi are all  
Week 3: ue your here  
Week 4: er your here 
Week 5: ar by live  
Week 6: Blending practice for set 
sounds 7 

 Students will 
develop their 
communication 
skills through 
reading, 
vocalising and 
writing.  
Students will 
become 
literate and 
able to access 
the world more 
independently.  

 Skills 
Individual liberty 
Talking to and working with 
peers  



Plenary:  Share good work, 
celebrate success.  Mark in pink 
using marking policy, encourage 
students to edit mistakes and go for 
green. Record learning and success 
on EFL against PLIMS and phonics 
targets.  

Reading To develop focus and attention skills 
To develop comprehension skills 
To engage in a variety of texts 
To develop listening and attention skills 
To develop core language and key skills  

15 minutes of shared reading a day  
Students will read to staff 3 times a 
week 
Students will take a decodable text 
home to read/share with 
parents/carers  

To practise and 
develop 
listening and 
attention 
To become 
secure readers  
To practise 
skills such as 
reading tricky 
words and 
sounding and 
blending 
unfamiliar 
words  
To have 
exposure to 
language  

Skills 
Individual liberty 
 

Functional 
Literacy – 
Pearson  

Speaking and Listening focus 
For students to develop their understanding and awareness 
of what others say.  
For students to be able to comprehend key points in a 
discussion and summarise this.  
For students to be able to listen and respond politely and 
meaningfully as part of a group.  
For students to speak with confidence as part of a group.  

Weeks 1-2 
Adjectives and explanations  

 read a short text including 
explanations and containing 
common Entry Level 2 words 

 answer simple comprehension 
questions 

 use a dictionary to check the 
meaning of words 

 Discuss the main points in the 
text. 
Weeks 3/4 

Discussion and group work – 
Presentations  

To achieve 
Entry Level 2 
Functional 
Literacy  
For students to 
be confident in 
their speaking 
and listening, 
resulting in 
improved 
articulation, 
comprehension 
and skills for 
life such as 

Skills 
Individual liberty 
Talking to/Working with 
Peers/Resilience/Comprehension 
of the world around them  
 



 ask questions  

 use a polite tone when talking 
to others  

 listen to others 

 answer questions  
Weeks 5/6 

Speaking and Listening  

 listen to a discussion 

 say what the discussion was 
about  

identify and extract the main 
information 

 
 

resilience and 
interpersonal 
skills.  

Literacy- 
Grammar 
Focus   

To develop understanding of basic comprehension and 
grammar.  
To begin to write sentences using basic grammar and 
spelling. 
 
  

Introduction: Introduce the story 
and plan for the day  
Main: Following the grammar 
curriculum from book Working in a 
small group to develop sentence 
understanding. 
Plenary:  Following Jolly Phonics 
lesson planning- recap learning 
 

Students will 
develop their 
early grammar 
skills to build 
sentences, 
practise 
spelling and 
begin to use 
grammar such 
as full stops 
and capital 
letters.  
This will 
develop 
independence 
in later life. 

Skills 
Individual liberty 
Talking to/Working with Peers 
 

Mathematics Measurement Capacity/Weight  
To measure and begin to record the following: 
 lengths and heights 

 mass/weight 

 capacity and volume 

To choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate 
and measure 

Starter: All students to be engaged 
in a recap of prior knowledge, this 
may be a game, activity or 
problem.  
Main:  
Week 1:  
G2: I can measure the weight of 
objects in grams.  

Students will 
develop 
measuring as a 
skill that they 
can apply in a 
variety of real 
world 
contexts.  

 
Problem solving, Creative, 
Working together, Opinions, 
Skills 



To compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity 
and record the results using >, < and = 

 

 
 

G1/2: I can classify objects based 
on their weight.  
G1: I can begin to recognise heavy 
and light.  
 
Week 2:  
G2: I can measure the weight of 
objects in grams.  
G1/2: I can classify objects based 
on their weight.  
G1: I can begin to recognise heavy 
and light.  
 
Week 3:  
G2: I can measure and compare the 
weights of objects in grams. 
G1/2: I can order objects from 
heaviest to lightest.  
G1: I can securely recognise when 
an object is heavy or light weight.  
 
Week 4:  
G2: I can measure and compare the 
weights of objects in grams. 
G1/2: I can order objects from 
heaviest to lightest.  
G1: I can securely recognise when 
an object is heavy or light weight.  
 
Week 5:  
G2: I can solve problems involving 
measure and grams.  
G1/2: I can begin to weigh items to 
multiples of 100 grams. 
G1: I can order objects from 
heaviest to lightest.  
Week 6:  

Students will 
work toward 
functional 
maths and 
gain key 
qualifications 
that will 
support them 
in indepdence 
when they 
leave Stanton 
Vale.  
Students will 
begin to 
respond to 
questions 
using 
knowledge 
gained.  



HA: I can solve problems involving 
measure and grams.  
MA: I can begin to weigh items to 
multiples of 100 grams and record 
this.  
G1: I can order objects from 
heaviest to lightest.  
 

Science  Group 1:  

 
Group 2: 

 distinguish between an object and the material from 
which it is made 

  identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  

 describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 
everyday materials  

 compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical properties. 
 

Introduction: Fairy tale video on 
YouTube 
Main:  
Week 1: 
G2: I can name identify 3 objects 
and the material they are made 
from.  
I can describe the properties of a 
material.  
G1: I can identify different types of 
material.  
Week 2: 
G2: I can describe the properties of 
a material and how this links to the 
purpose of the object.  
G1: : I can name identify 3 objects 
and the material they are made 
from 
Week 3:  
G2: I can group materials based on 
their properties.  
I can make a hypothesis on which 
material will be good for which job.  
G1: I can begin to identify the 
properties of a material.   
Week 4:  
G2: I can plan a fair test.  
I can make a hypothesis. 
G1: I can begin to identify the 
properties of a material.   

To develop 
understanding 
of the world 
around them.  
Students will 
develop 
problem 
solving and 
their ability to 
plan, predict 
and carry out 
experiments 
to test 
hypothesis 
and develop 
scientific 
thinking.  
Students will 
be able to 
determine 
which 
materials are 
best suited for 
specific jobs.  

Experiences 
Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
The law 
Viewpoints 
Opportunities 
Differences  
Global National  
 



Week 5:  
G2: I can investigate which 
materials are waterproof.  
G1: I can begin to identify the 
properties of a material. 
I can sort materials by their 
properties.  
Week 6:  
G2: I can investigate which 
materials are waterproof.  
G2:I can record the results of my 
test and come to a conclusion.  
G1: I can sort materials by their 
properties.  
 Plenary: Children to share their 
good work and compare with 
previous weeks  

Topic (Group 
1 only) 

To name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans 
To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 

 

 Main:  
Week 1: 
G2: I can name the continents of 
the world and label them on a map.   
Week 2: 
G2: I can name the oceans and seas 
of the world and label them on a 
map.  
Week 3:  
G2: I can use a globe to identify 
position and significance of the 
equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and 
Antarctic circle.  
 
Week 4:  
G2: I can name some similarities 
and differences between then 
continents of the world.  
Week 5:  

 To develop 
worldly 
awareness and 
knowledge of 
the planet we 
live on.  

Global National  
Local  
Cultural Awareness Differences  



G2: I can explain some similarities 
and differences between life in the 
UK and life on other continents.  
Week 6:  
Assessment  

Attention 
Autism  

Teaching a student how to focus their attention 
Teaching a student to sustain their attention. 
Teaching the student how to shift their attention to their 
own individual participation in a group.   
Teaching the student how to: Focus and sustain attention in 
a group to watch a demonstration 
Shift attention for an individual task. 
 
Students will develop core Attention Autism skills and 
immerse themselves in the topic and book ‘Deep Sea 
Voyage’ through the use of Attention Autism. This will 
develop a better understanding of the world around them 
and their understanding of the topic.  
 

Introduction: 
Show students ‘Attention Autism’ 
symbol supported with Makaton 
sign.  
Ensure that the room is quiet and 
all adults remain seated and quiet 
(They must model reactions that 
we may expect from pupils). Use a 
dry wipe board to show each stage 
of the session.  
 
Main 
Use motivating activities to 
encourage communication and 
joint attention. 
Stage 1: focusing attention - an 
adult has a bucket full of exciting 
toys, which they take out one at a 
time and model excitement and 
engagement.  
Sing song “I’ve got something in my 
bucket, in my bucket, in my bucket, 
I’ve got something in my bucket, I 
wonder what it is”.  
Show bucket, build anticipation by 
shaking bucket and showing 
excitement.  
Does the student respond to joint 
attention by looking at the object 
/event to which the lead adult has 
directed their attention?  
Does the student show the more 
sophisticated level of joint 

To develop 
core learning 
skills such as 
focus, 
attention, 
independence, 
resilience and 
turn taking.  

Cultural Awareness  
Viewpoints  
Creativity  
Skills 
Individual Liberty  
 



attention by alternating their gaze 
between the lead adult and the 
object?  
Introduce props one at a time.  
Show props to each child with cue 
“ready, steady, go!” 
Pausing is critical, to give pupils the 
opportunity to process what is 
happening and to repeat or 
spontaneously use language, 
without pressure.  
If the student is motivated by the 
object and finds it very exciting… 
Observe the students joint 
attention / attention and attempts 
at communication (by attending to 
body language, facial expression, 
vocalisations, pointing, attempts at 
reaching for object, using PECS etc).  
If the student is motivated by the 
object they may have longer with 
that object. If they are not 
motivated, go onto the next child’s 
turn. 
• Stage 2: sustaining 
attention - a set structure or 
activity that goes on for a longer 
period and the children are invited 
to participate. 
• Stage 3: shifting attention; 
a longer activity, in which the 
student is encouraged to engage in 
turn taking with their peers.  
• Stage 4: Individual activity. 
To be introduced as students 
become ready. 
Language used is minimal and 
repetitive. 



 
Plenary:  
Tidy up/pack away whilst the 
students are watching. Draw a 
cross through the activities. Say 
‘Attention Autism’ has finished’ to 
signal the end of the session.  
 
Share good work, celebrate 
success.   
Record learning and success on EFL 
against PLIMS. 
 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MORAL SPIRITUAL CULTURAL 

Inclusive 
Awareness 
Society 
Developing Skills 
Individual liberty 
Democracy 
Attitudes 
Community 
Talking to/Working with Peers  

Right& Wrong 
Moral 
Responding positively 
The Law 
Viewpoints 
Prevent racism 
Opinions 
Consequences 
Behaviour 
Ethical 
Rights 

Values 
Inclusivity 
Faiths 
Feelings 
Experiences 
Emotions 
Local 
Creativity 
Enjoyment 
Character 
Imagination 
Awe & Wonder 
Fascination 
Identity 
Personality 

Heritage 
Ethnicity 
Cultural awareness 
Culture 
Religions 
Respect 
Diversity 
Opportunities 
Differences 
Beliefs 
Global 
National 

 


