
 

 

Hilary Sands: Support MTP – My Communication/My Thinking 

Key Stage 2: Lime Class                                        Term: Spring Term 1                                 Topic: Under the Sea 

Curriculum Intent 2022/2023 

 Equip each student with an affective form of communication which best suits their individual needs. 

 To provide every pupil with a clam, safe learning environment in which they are able to express their own needs and wants. 

 Every students is recognised as a unique individual and the curriculum is designed to meet their individual needs and make progress towards their personal EHCP 

targets. 

 Support students SMSC development and provide access to rich cultural experiences. 

 A curriculum, which brings learning to life and is enhanced by high quality enriching experiences of the local community and wider world. 

 Support students physical development, their own health and enable them to be as active as possible through the use of MOVE programme 

 Best prepare students for the future. 

Curriculum Drivers C.I.D 
Learning embedded throughout KS2: 

Communication Independence Development 

 To make choices  

 To express wants and needs  

 To communicate wants and needs successfully 

 To be able to show preferences in a range of 
situations  

 To make verbalisations 

 To be able to express themselves appropriately 

 Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 

 To follow a range of instructions 

 To engage with peers 

 To share and turn take  

 To Strengthen the relationship between the child 
and adult 

 Communicate likes and dislikes 

 Learn to take turns 

 Learn to share and play with peers and staff 

 Independence with eating and drinking 

 Independence with self-help skills – undressing 
and dressing, toileting 

 Independence – personal care routines, keeping 
ourselves clean and cooking 

 Independence through anticipation 

 To enjoy calming independence time 

 To be more aware of themselves 

 To improve listening and concentration 
 

 To feel safe  

 To feel happy 

 To understand emotions and regulate them 

 To engage with sensory experiences  

 To learn about relaxation 

 To move around the environment/mobility skills 

 To be creative 

 To understand what will happen 

 Appreciate the wider world  

 To develop their physical skills 

 To enjoy social interaction and build a bond of 
trust with their key worker 

 To experience anticipation 

 To develop their self-awareness and self-
confidence 



 

My Communication 
 

A motivation (a reason) for communicating 
A means (a method) of communicating 

Someone (a partner or partners) to communicate to. 
 

Activity Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Sensory Story 
(See additional planning 

sheet) 

To create an engaging story in a sensory 
environment that enables students to 
develop their communication, cognitive and 
PSHE and Physical skills  
CID 
C: To improve communication of wants and 
needs  
To make verbalisations 
To be able to express themselves 
appropriately 
Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 
I: Learn to play, take turns and share 
To be more aware of others 
D: To feel happy 
To understand emotions and regulate them 
To engage with sensory experiences  
To enjoy social interaction 
To experience anticipation 
To develop their physical skills 
 
To develop literacy skills 

 

One day on our Blue Planet 

A highly differentiated story that gives pupils 
opportunities to work on their termly targets. 
To develop communications 
Introduction:  
Show students ‘story’ symbol supported with 
Makaton sign.  
Main: 
Share story with supporting tactile resources. 
(See story sheets in RESOURCES)  
Students to join in with concepts and 
exploration of resources. Allow time for 
children to respond to tactile exploration.  
Plenary: 
Use the ‘Makaton/TaSSeLs sign ‘finished’ to 
signify that the story has finished 
 

To have fun and 
strengthen the 
relationship between 
teacher and child 
Build on sensory 
awareness 
Build story telling 
skills 
Increase imagination 
Develop visual skills 
– tracking and 
fixation 
Develop cause and 
effect skills 
 Encourage 
communication 
Develop hand eye 
coordination 
To stimulate the 
senses 
To build confidence 
at encountering new 
stimuli 

Social: Inclusive, 
skills, awareness, 
attitudes 
Moral: Behaviour – 
likes/dislikes, ethical 
Spiritual: Feelings, 
experiences and 
enjoyments, faiths, 
emotions, identity, 
creativity, 
imagination, awe 
and wonder, 
personality 
Cultural: Respect, 
diversity, beliefs, 
differences 

Communication through 
Touch and Music 

(See additional planning 
sheet) 

These half hour structured sessions are 
designed to create sensory alignment, and to 
help children who have sensory impairments, 
developmental delay, complex learning 
difficulties, tactile defensiveness, or are 
minimally verbal 
CID 

Introduction:  
Keep distractions around the room to a 
minimal. 
Always test what the child will feel on yourself 
before using it with the child – so you know 
what they are experiencing and can make 

Sensory based 
communication 
resource that uses 
touch and music to 
align the senses and 
develop 

Social: Inclusive, 
skills, awareness, 
attitudes 
Moral: Behaviour – 
likes/dislikes 
Spiritual: Feelings, 
experiences and 



C: To improve communication of wants and 
needs  
To make verbalisations 
To be able to express themselves 
appropriately 
To experience positive interaction 
To Strengthen the relationship between the 
child and adult 
I: Learn to play, take turns and share 
Independence through anticipation  
To enjoy calming independence time 
To be more aware of themselves 
To improve listening and concentration 
D: To feel happy 
To understand emotions and regulate them 
To engage with sensory experiences  
To enjoy social interaction and build a bond of 
trust with their key worker 
To experience anticipation 
To develop their self-awareness and self-
confidence 

sure that it is a comfortable sensation for the 
child. 
Communication through touch and Music is 
often really lovely with all the lights dimmed 
and any sensory lights that are available are 
put on. 
Main: 
Listen to the music and allow the children to 
experience the different everyday objects.  
Make sure that you move the objects on the 
child’s body to the beat of the music – this is 
due to them not feeling and hearing the same 
things 
Look for any signs of response and 
anticipation 
Plenary: 
Finish the session by relaxing with the 
children – massage their hands and feet/blow 
bubbles, then put shoes back on.  
Use the ‘Makaton/TaSSeLs sign ‘finished’ to 
signify that the story has finished 
 
 
 

communication 
skills. 
Used with children 
who have a sensory 
impairment or 
communication 
difficulties.  
Matches textured 
objects to music and 
through repetition; 
learners may start to 
move in response to 
the stimuli used, 
show anticipation of 
the texture being 
used and 
communicate their 
likes/dislikes, 
wanting 
more/rejection of 
that object.  
Sessions that link to 
our current theme, 
repeating them 
throughout the term 
to develop 
recognition and to 
encourage 
communication skills 
with our pupils.  
Can easily be 
replicated at home 
by listening to the 
chosen music 
together and 
exploring the 
textured object with 

enjoyments, 
emotions, identity, 
character 
Cultural: Respect, 
diversity, differences 



your child as they 
are able to do so.  
We can pause to see 
if the child indicates 
that they want 
more/for you to 
continue, or if they 
would prefer a 
change of 
song/texture. 

Developing 
Communication:  

Intensive Interaction 
 (See additional planning 

sheet) 

To explore communication in a creative 
environment that enables students to 
develop their verbal communication and 
cognition.  
CID 
C: To communicate wants and needs 
successfully 
To be able to express themselves 
appropriately 
To share and turn take  
To follow a range of instructions 
I: Independence with communication 
To be more aware of themselves 
To improve listening and concentration 
D: To engage with sensory experiences  
To understand what will happen 
To develop their self-awareness and self-
confidence 

Introduction: 
Show students ‘Communication’ symbol 
supported with Makaton sign.  
Main: 
A highly differentiated lesson to focus on the 
communication needs of the individual. 
Makaton: to be explored with students to 
support language development. This might be 
through the use of a song, a poem, a text or 
other. 
Intensive interaction: To be used with non-
verbal students to explore their individual 
communication methods. 
Plenary: 
Share achievements. Students to understand 
‘Communication has finished’. 

Develop  
communication skills 
Develop use of 
language and 
verbalisation 
Progress towards 
EHCP 
Develop confidence 
and self-esteem 
Experience 
dedicated ‘listening’ 
time 
 Experience fun and 
sociable interactions 
Develop 
concentration skills 
 

Social:  awareness, 
skills, inclusiveness 
Moral: Behaviour – 
likes/dislikes 
Spiritual: Feelings, 
experiences and 
enjoyments, 
emotions, identity,  
Cultural: Respect, 
diversity, differences 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 My Thinking 
Perception involves: recognising and identifying problems, recognising opportunities. 

Thinking involves: breaking down a problem into elements, thinking through the relevant features of the problem, planning ways to solve the 
problem. 

Action involves: remembering how to solve a problem and bringing this memory to the fore. 
Evaluation involves: evaluating how a plan worked, recognising when existing plans and strategies need changing. 

Activity Intent Implementation Impact SMSC 

Sensory 
Exploration/play 

To create an engaging sensory environment that 
encourages students to use their preferred 
methods to explore, investigate and problem 
solve at their own personal level  
CID 
C: To improve communication of wants and needs  
To make verbalisations 
To be able to express themselves appropriately 
Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 
To make choices 
Communicate likes and dislikes 
To engage with peers 
I: Learn to play, take turns and share 
To be more aware of others 
Independence through anticipation 
To be more aware of themselves 
To improve listening and concentration 
D: To feel happy 
To engage with sensory experiences  
To enjoy social interaction 
To develop their physical skills 
To be creative 
Appreciate the wider world  

The classroom/environment is set up to 
provide a meaningful form of stimulation, 
which enhances purposeful responses. 
Introduction: 
Use the Makaton sign ‘play’ with the 
children  
Main: 
Children are provided with opportunities to 
work on their own personalised learning 
objectives through the use of 
activities/toys/cause and effect objects i.e. 
astro turf, iPad apps, uncooked pasta, 
bubble wrap, dry cereal, wooden spinners, 
stress balls. 
Plenary: 
Identify any achievements then use the 
‘Makaton/TaSSeLs sign ‘finished’ to signify 
that the session has finished 
 

To make choices and 
decisions and begin to 
develop preference. 
To develop an 
understanding of cause 
and effect. “When I hit 
the switch, this 
happens.”  
For students to begin 
to gain an 
understanding of the 
world around them. 
For student’s to 
develop their own 
personalised individual 
targets  

Develop 
independence skills  
Develop confidence 
and self esteem 
 

Social: Inclusive, 
skills, awareness, 
attitudes 
Moral: Behaviour – 
likes/dislikes 
Spiritual: Feelings, 
experiences and 
enjoyments, 
emotions, identity, 
character, creativity, 
imagination 
Cultural: Respect, 
diversity, 
differences 

Sensory Art 
(See additional lesson 

planning sheet of 
ideas) 

To create an engaging sensory environment 
where children will experience different scents, 
textures and sights. They will have opportunities 
to develop skills in the area of fine motor, 
bilateral and coordination in an enjoyable and 
messy manner!  
CID 
C: To improve communication of wants and needs  

Introduction: 
Show students and ‘art’ symbol supported 
with Makaton sign.  
Main: 
Weekly creative sessions linked into the 
topic. 
Children are given time to explore, 
encounter, smell, feel and create a piece of 

Improve sensory 
processing skills 
Experience sights, 
scents and textures 
to manipulate 
Develop motor skills 
Develop 
independence skills  

Social: Inclusive, 
skills, awareness, 
attitudes 
Moral: Behaviour – 
likes/dislikes 
Spiritual: Feelings, 
experiences and 
enjoyments, 



To make verbalisations 
To be able to express themselves appropriately 
Appropriate interaction with peers and staff 
To make choices 
Communicate likes and dislikes 
I: Learn to play, take turns and share 
To be more aware of others 
Independence through anticipation 
To create a piece of work as independently as 
possible 
D: To feel happy 
To engage with sensory experiences  
To enjoy social interaction 
To develop their physical skills 
To be creative 

work that is as independent as possible. 
Work needs to be theirs rather than what a 
staff member has done for them 
Plenary: 
Share achievements. Use the 
‘Makaton/TaSSeLs sign ‘finished’ to signify 
that the story has finished 
 
 

Develop choice 
making 
Develop confidence 
and self esteem 
Progress towards 
EHCP 
Build on sensory 
awareness 
Increase imagination 
 

emotions, identity, 
character, creativity, 
imagination 
Cultural: Respect, 
diversity, 
differences 

 

 

SOCIAL MORAL SPIRITUAL CULTURAL 

Inclusive 
Awareness 
Society 
Skills 
Individual liberty 
Democracy 
Attitudes 
Community 

Right& Wrong 
Moral 
Responding positively 
The Law 
Viewpoints 
Prevent racism 
Opinions 
Consequences 
Behaviour 
Ethical 
Rights 

Values 
Inclusivity 
Faiths 
Feelings 
Experiences 
Emotions 
Local 
Creativity 
Enjoyment 
Character 
Imagination 
Awe & Wonder 
Fascination 
Identity 
Personality 

Heritage 
Ethnicity 
Cultural awareness 
Culture 
Religions 
Respect 
Diversity 
Opportunities 
Differences 
Beliefs 
Global 
National 

 


